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Encorp Pacific (Canada) developed and administers  
the Return-It program. We ensure deposits are refunded  
to consumers at Return-It Depots and major retailers.  
We also collect and sort the empty beverage containers,  
as well as transport and sell them so they can be 
recycled into a variety of products.

Return-It is not paid for by tax dollars, nor is it funded by 
government. The deposit paid on a beverage container  
is fully refunded when you return it, which means recycling 
of the containers needs to be funded in other ways. Part of 
the cost of managing the Return-It system is included in the 
price you pay for a beverage. Some of the funding also 
comes from selling the recyclable material to companies 
(many right here in BC) who turn them back into a variety  
of useful products. 

Unredeemed deposits also help to fund the system. But 
when all of these sources of revenue still can’t cover the cost 
of recycling, a small fee is charged.

Looking for more information on the recycling fee?  
Visit return-it.ca/recyclingfee 

You’re already doing a lot by helping keep about one billion 
containers out of BC landfills every year. But there’s always 
room for improvement! One way is to hold regular bottle 
drives at neighbourhood schools and community groups. 
For individuals, it’s all about remaining conscientious and 
continuing your recycling efforts. Remember, every 
container counts! 

For more information and to find the nearest Return-It 
Depot location, call us toll-free at 1-800-330-9767, or 
visit return-it.ca

MILK AND PLANT-BASED 
BEVERAGES ARE PART OF 

THE DEPOSIT SYSTEM!

MILK AND PLANT-BASED 
BEVERAGES ARE PART OF 

THE DEPOSIT SYSTEM!

As of February 1st, 2022 a 10¢ deposit is charged 
on “ready-to-drink” milk and plant-based beverages 
like oat, soy, and almond and the 10¢ deposit will be 

refunded when you return the empty containers 
for recycling. 

 
Simply rinse out the containers, put the caps on or 

push the straws in, then take them to your 
nearest Return-It site.

The recycling regulation has some exemptions including infant formula, meal 
replacements, concentrates, and products like whipping cream and drinkable yogurt. 

Containers exempt from the regulation won’t carry a deposit.

“Ready-to-drink” milk and plant-based beverages with a best before date prior to 
February 1, 2022, are exempt from the deposit system. No deposit was paid and 

therefore no deposit will be refunded.

LEARN MORE:

THANKS FOR RECYCLING 
YOUR BEVERAGE CONTAINERS

RETURN-IT.CA/MILK

ALWAYS RECYCLE 
YOUR BEVERAGE 

CONTAINERS

ALWAYS RECYCLE 
YOUR BEVERAGE 

CONTAINERS

RETURN-IT.CA 
1 800 330 9767

WHERE DOES ENCORP COME IN?

WHAT MORE CAN I DO TO HELP OUT?

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?



DRINK BOXES & CARTONS

GLASS BOTTLES

WHAT HAPPENS TO ALL 
THESE CONTAINERS?

ALUMINUM CANS

PLASTIC CONTAINERS

WHERE CAN I RETURN MY 
EMPTY CONTAINERS?

HOW MUCH ARE EMPTY BEVERAGE 
CONTAINERS WORTH?

 
AL

UM
IN

UM
 

Th
e 

m
os

t  
co

m
m

on
ly

 u
se

d 
in

di
vi

du
al

 s
er

vi
ng

 
co

nt
ai

ne
r.

M
ET

AL
  

CA
N

S
A

ny
 m

et
al

  
co

nt
ai

ne
r 

ot
he

r 
th

an
 a

lu
m

in
um

 
ra

ng
in

g 
fr

om
 s

m
al

l 
si

ng
le

 s
er

ve
 ti

ns
 to

 
la

rg
e 

to
m

at
o 

an
d 

ap
pl

e 
ju

ic
e 

ca
ns

.

PL
AS

TI
C 

 
BO

TT
LE

S
Th

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
  

pl
as

tic
 s

of
t d

ri
nk

  
an

d 
w

at
er

 b
ot

tl
es

 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

co
ol

er
s 

 
an

d 
so

m
e 

sp
ir

its
. 

C
on

ta
in

er
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

cl
ea

r 
or

 c
ol

ou
re

d.

OT
HE

R 
PL

AS
TI

C  
JU

GS
 A

ND
 C

UP
S

Cl
ea

r 
or

 ti
nt

ed
,  

op
aq

ue
 p

la
st

ic
, a

nd
 

vi
ny

l c
on

ta
in

er
s.

GL
AS

S 
 

BO
TT

LE
S

Th
e 

ev
er

yd
ay

  
gl

as
s 

ju
ic

e 
an

d 
be

ve
ra

ge
 b

ot
tl

es
  

as
 w

el
l a

s 
w

in
e,

 
sp

ir
its

, i
m

po
rt

ed
 

be
er

, a
nd

 c
oo

le
rs

. 
Ti

nt
ed

 a
nd

 c
le

ar
.

BA
G-

IN
-A

-B
OX

 
La

rg
e 

‘b
ag

s’
 o

f  
w

in
e 

in
 a

 c
ar

db
oa

rd
 

ca
rt

on
, u

su
al

ly
  

w
ith

 a
 s

pi
go

t f
or

 
in

-f
ri

dg
e 

us
e.

 B
ot

h 
th

e 
ba

g 
an

d 
th

e 
bo

x 
m

us
t b

e 
re

tu
rn

ed
.

PO
LY

CO
AT

  
CO

NT
AI

NE
RS

A
se

pt
ic

 d
ri

nk
  

bo
xe

s 
an

d 
co

at
ed

 
“g

ab
le

 to
p”

 d
ri

nk
 

ca
rt

on
s.

PO
UC

HE
S

La
m

in
at

ed
 ju

ic
e 

po
uc

he
s 

w
ith

 a
 

sm
al

l m
em

br
an

e 
fo

r 
in

se
rt

in
g 

a 
st

ra
w

.

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
In

st
ru

ct
io

ns
:

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
In

st
ru

ct
io

ns
:

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
In

st
ru

ct
io

ns
:

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

:
In

st
ru

ct
io

ns
:

RI
N

SE
 

LE
AV

E 
LA

BE
L 

ON
 

LE
AV

E 
CA

P 
ON

RI
N

SE
 

LE
AV

E 
LA

BE
L 

ON
 

LE
AV

E 
CA

P 
ON

RI
N

SE
 

LE
AV

E 
CA

P 
ON

 
PU

SH
 S

TR
AW

 IN
 

EM
PT

Y 
CO

N
TE

N
TS

  
PU

SH
 S

TR
AW

 IN
 

RI
N

SE
 

LE
AV

E 
LA

BE
L 

ON
 

TA
K

E 
CA

PS
 O

FF
*

RI
N

SE
 

LE
AV

E 
LA

BE
L 

ON
RI

N
SE

 
LE

AV
E 

TA
B 

ON
LE

AV
E 

BA
G 

IN
 B

OX

RE
AD

Y-
TO

-D
RI

N
K 

BE
VE

RA
GE

 C
ON

TA
IN

ER
S 

IN
CL

UD
ED

 IN
 T

HE
 R

ET
UR

N
-I

T 
SY

ST
EM

.

*T
he

 c
ap

s 
on

 g
la

ss
 b

ev
er

ag
e 

co
nt

ai
ne

rs
 a

re
 o

fte
n 

m
ad

e 
of

 m
et

al
 o

r 
pl

as
tic

. P
le

as
e 

re
cy

cl
e 

th
es

e 
ca

ps
 w

ith
 

th
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 m

at
er

ia
l s

tr
ea

m
, i

.e
., 

m
et

al
 c

ap
s 

w
ith

 m
et

al
 c

on
ta

in
er

s,
 p

la
st

ic
 c

ap
s 

w
ith

 p
la

st
ic

 c
on

ta
in

er
s.

	
Fo

r 
m

or
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 p
le

as
e 

vi
si

t r
et

ur
n-

it.
ca

 •
 1

-8
00

-3
30

-9
76

7

Te
ar

 o
ff 

an
d 

sa
ve

 th
is

 h
an

dy
 c

ha
rt

:

Good question. Every beverage container you return is 
recycled and put to good use again. Listed below are 
recycling processes for the most common container types, 
along with the story of how each container takes on a new life.

These cans are baled, melted and back on 
the shelf again as new cans within six weeks. 
Not only does this save a lot of aluminum, it 
saves energy too: in fact, it takes 93% less 
energy to manufacture a recycled can than 
it does to make a new one.

Plastic bottles are shredded and power-
washed right here in BC or Alberta. The 
shredded plastic is then sold to companies 
who pull, stretch and meld it to make new 
bottles and other products. This process 
provides an 86% energy savings over 
manufacturing new plastic.

Ground down into small pieces (called 
“cullet”) and used to manufacture a whole 
bunch of stuff: wine bottles, fibreglass 
insulation, sandblasting material, sand for 
golf courses, and as aggregate for asphalt.

Once returned, drink boxes and cartons are 
hydra-pulped to separate the paper, plastic 
and foil. The pulp is then used to make tissue 
paper, cardboard boxes and other products. 
This process recovers thousands of tonnes of 
paper each year; for every tonne of paper pulp 
recycled, approximately 17 trees are saved.

If the container was sold in BC and a deposit was paid, it 
can be returned to an Encorp Return-It™ Depot for the 
following refund: 

LEARN MORE ABOUT WHAT THESE AND OTHER REFUNDABLE 
BEVERAGE CONTAINER TYPES ARE RECYCLED INTO AT 

RETURN-IT.CA/BEVERAGE/PRODUCTS

For a full listing of all containers that can be returned  
to a Return-It Depot, visit return-it.ca/beverage/products/
Some milk and plant-based beverages are not included such as 
infant formula, meal replacements, concentrates and products 
like whipping cream and drinkable yogurt

Simply visit return-it.ca/locations to find a Return-It 
location nearest you, along with hours of operation  
and a map to help you get there. There are over 170 
Return-It Depots conveniently located throughout  
BC. Plus, now you can return you beverage containers 
without sorting or counting at a Return-It Express 
location, Express Plus location, or an unstaffed, solar-
powered Express and Go container! Sign up and learn 
more at return-it.ca/express 


